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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To improve the reproducibility of a character 
and an intermediate tone picture respectively by 
selecting a quantization table in response to a picture 
data and coding a block-processed picture data 
subjected to a block processing based on a selected 
quantization table. 

CONSTITUTION: An inputted PDL picture element data 
is converted into a raster image data by an interpreter 2 
and whether the picture data is a line picture such as a 
character or graphics or an intermediate picture such as 
a photograph is identified. A signal changeover switch 7 
is thrown to connect a terminal (a) (or b) of a relevant Q 
table 6 to a common terminal (c) according to an 
identification signal from the interpreter 2. Through the 
connection, the data is subjected to linear quantization 
with a conversion coefficient according to quantization 
step information fed from either a character table 6a or 
a picture table 6b of the table 6 by a quantizer 5. 
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